CHAPTER III.

THE BATTLES OF PULTUSK AND GOLYMIN, 26m DECEMBER,

1806.

(a) PULTUSK.*

T^HE town of Pultusk lies on the right bank of the river
J- Narew, the general course of which here is nearly due
north and south.f The greater part of the town is in the low
ground, and is intersected by a small branch of the stream.
It spreads, however, also on to the bank, which is somewhat
steep and rises to a small elevation to the west. The river is
passed by the road from Strzegoczin and G-olymin below the
infall of the small branch. That road runs to the north-west
over the height already mentioned, then falls into a slight
depression, again rises and mounts the height to the south-
east of the village of Mosin, and, passing through the centre
of a large wood, continues its course close to the south side
of Mosin. The height on which stands the large wood is a
plateau of some extent which, narrowing into a fairly wide
ridge,}: continues to the south-east nearly to the river bank,
where it is bounded, towards the town, by a considerable ravine
falling into the low ground about one thousand paces from

* This account of the battle of Pultusk is based on a comparison of those
given by (a) Dumas, vol. xni.,pp. 164-171 j (Z>) Sir R. Wilton; (o) JETcB^/ner,
vol. iii., pp. 109-119 j (d) Davovt, pp. 131-137; (e) Lannes' report, Aroh. Hitf,

t The river at the bridge appears to have a breadth of about 100 yards. At
the date of the battle it was running very high, owing to the thaw, and was
covered with blocks of floating ice.

t The wood measured about 1800 paces at right angles to the Golymin road,
and about 1200 at its greatest width along the road*